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SOUTHFLEET PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual meeting of SOUTHFLEET PARISH held on Thursday 21st March 2019 at 

8.00pm in Southfleet Village Hall, Dale Road, Southfleet. 

 

PRESENT: Cllr N Salway, Chairman, Cllr I Brown Vice Chairman, Cllr P Tester, Cllr S Carter, Cllr 

L Tomkins, Jackie Hardinges, Clerk and 25 residents of the Parish.  

 

The Chairman welcomed residents and introduced Members of the Parish Council, The Clerk and Mr 

Gareth Johnson, MP for Dartford 

 

MINUTES: The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 23rd April 2018 were considered. The Minutes 

were moved and seconded to be a true record. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 
 

ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSEHOLD WASTE 

Flu tipping continues to be problem and is made worse by the Pepperhill Depot being overloaded and the 

closure in the summer of 2018 due to a fire. The PC has been informed there may be another closure in the 

summer of 2019 due to the roof repair. The PC reports any incidents of flytipping to DBC and has contacted 

MP’s in Dartford and Gravesham to lobby the Minister for funding for an additional unit at Ebbsfleet Garden 

City to relieve the pressure at Pepperhill.  

We would like to thank the litter pickers who go out in all weathers to keep the parish tidy. 

 

HIGHWAYS AND TRAFFIC 

Following complaints of speeding in New Barn Road, the PC met with KCC Highways who arranged a 

traffic survey and are looking into a traffic calming scheme which may result in a gateway to reduce speed. 

There is no update on the progress.  Traffic has increased in the parish, particularly when there is an incident 

on the A2 and the PC has sought extra signage and erected safety bollards along Station Road to protect the 

low level footpath funded by the DBC Capacity Building fund. There have been incidents of verge damage 

by vehicles which has been reported to KCC Highways.  

 

BUS SERVICES 

Bus services have improved and there have been no cuts to services. The use of smaller buses in rural roads 

was working well 

 

EBBSFLEET GARDEN CITY 

The Parish Council is not against the concept, however wishes to protect the parish from extra traffic. The 

recent building works in Station Road is due to works to allow sewage from EGC to connect with existing 

main sewage, re-directed to avoid the railway. 

 

BOUNDARY REVIEW 

There was a review in 2018 and minor changes to bring Springhead into line with the parish boundary. A 

proposal to transfer dwellings west of New Barn Road to Longfield and New Barn Parish Council was 

objected to by the Parish Council and rejected in the review. 

 

ALLOTMENTS 

 

There has been a short notice notification from the Landowner that he will not be renewing the lease and the 

land should be returned to its original state. The Parish Council will be discussing this at its next meeting.  
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PLANNING AND GREEN BELT 

 

There has also been an issue with the landowner regarding planning and disputes with residents of Fred 

Mead and the Developer. The Chairman explained the background and that The Parish Council is not 

involved in the dispute nor has it applied for a Group TPO on trees in the vicinity.  

In September 2018 it was noted from the Dartford Borough Councils Strategic Housing land availability 

assessment that 6 sites in the Green Belt have been proposed by Landowners for Development. 60 residents 

attended the Parish Council meeting in September to object to the sites. The PC sought re-assurance from 

DBC Planning who advised that there were strict criteria for development in the Green Belt. 

 

FINANCE AND DONATIONS 

 

The Parish Council is strict with Finances and budgets carefully. The Auditors are satisfied we are complying 

with Audit Regulations, and we do not hold large reserves. Councillors do not claim allowances or and very 

few expenses. 

There may be costs involved with the matter of the allotments and also Election costs, which will be 

discussed at the next parish Council meeting.  

The Parish Council is generous in support of groups who have an interest in the parish and will consider 

requests for donation on application. 

 

GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS 

The Parish Council takes protection of residents personal data seriously and is complying with the new 

Regulations that came to Parliament on the 25th May 2018 

 

RECTOR OF ST NICHOLAS CHURCH 

 

The Parish Council welcomed Josh Young as the new Rector of Southfleet in 2018 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

This is our report to you on our actions on your behalf for the past year. 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 

Q. If the allotment lease is not renewed what could happen to the land 

A. The land is designated as Agricultural Green Belt. An application for a school in the 1980’s has long since 

expired 

 

Q. Flooding in Park Corner Road: The works to improve the issue has not worked and still flooding is 

occurring. 

A. The PC will follow this up with the KCC Drainage team. 

 

Q. HGV’s in Warren Road: There are still incidents of HGV’s losing their way and causing chaos. 

A. Prep Worlds have advised they will issue fines to Companies who do not follow the correct directions. A 

photo and reg number is required for evidence. Fine will be donated to St Nicholas Church.  

 

Q. Hook Green Road: Traffic Calming is required to stop speeding vehicles 

A. Once the traffic calming project in New Barn is completed the PC will investigate this with KCC 

Highways. 

 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT:   

 

The financial statement given is in line with the figures which will be submitted for the audit, with 

however we do have a more detailed breakdown of individual items if you would like a copy. 
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Last financial year the Parish Council was yet again strict with its housekeeping and did not incur any 

routine un-necessary costs. In fact money was saved by withdrawing Membership from the Local 

Councils Association as it was agreed it was not good value for money. 

 

Income: In addition to the Precept and allotment rental income, the PC applied for a grant and received 

£2067 from the DBC Capacity Building fund to purchase a heritage sign for Northend and 3 Waste bins, 

one of which was donated to the Village Hall.  We are holding £6862 Community Infrastructure Levy 

payment from DBC for new house builds from previous years and have spent £700 on a new seat for 

Dale Road and bollards along Station Road for safety measures. This money should be used within 5 

years on projects in the parish which could include Highways schemes. The Parish Council is 

investigating the possibility of installing a bus shelter in New Barn Road and the corner of Red Street to 

protect passengers from the bad weather who wait for the bus and coaches in the mornings. 

 

The expenditure includes as usual The Clerks salary, insurance, hire of the Village Hall, donations, 

Audit fees, stationery, publications and bulbs to enhance the parish. It also hired a skip in the summer 

for allotment holders to dispose of rubbish, as the Pepperhill Unit was closed, and paid for installation of 

a handrail on PROW DR133 at the Betsham end. 

 

Next year, we have budgeted to purchase a sign for Axtane, donations and community projects that may 

arise. There will also be some election costs for the Local Council Elections. In the next financial year 

we are hoping to apply for the DBC Capacity Building fund again and will be discussing schemes in the 

coming weeks 

 

Councillors do not claim any allowances. 

 

There was an internal and external audit this year and District Audit were satisfied that procedures are 

being carried out in accordance with current regulations. The Audit Notice was displayed on the 

noticeboard following the legal requirements; and there were no requests to study the accounts from 

residents. All our procedures are in accordance with the law, as our Minutes and audit results show. 

 

The Parish Council is very mindful of the economic climate, and agreed only a 1% increase on last 

year’s precept. Therefore the total received from 2019/2020 will be £8902 this equates to each 

household paying an average of £16 per year towards the Parish Council precept.  
 

SOUTHFLEET MEMORIAL FUND 

In 1949 and in 1956 the Trust sold Memorial Cottage and the profits were used to set up the Southfleet 

Memorial fund (formerly the Memorial Sick Poor Fund). There are 5 Trustees and strict confidentiality 

is maintained concerning all applications to the fund.  

 

Q. Why is the maximum donation £50? 

A. the need in an individual case is assessed 
 

Q. The accounts appear to have an irregularity in adding up 

A. The Trust Accountant is not present, however this will be checked. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming, and their support of the PC’s work.  

 

The Meeting was followed by a presentation by Mr Gareth Johnson, MP will gave a short speech on the 

on the Parliamentary role of the Speaker, sometimes a source of merriment and dismay in the House.  

 


