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SOUTHFLEET PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual meeting of SOUTHFLEET PARISH held on Thursday 20th May 2021 at 8.00pm 

in Southfleet Village Hall, Dale Road, Southfleet. 

 

PRESENT: Cllr N Salway, Chairman, Cllr I Brown Vice Chairman, ,Cllr L Tomkins, Jackie 

Hardinges, Clerk and 3 residents of the Parish.  

 

APOLOGIES Cllr P Tester, Cllr S Carter 

 

The Chairman welcomed residents and introduced Members of the Parish Council and The Clerk 

 

MINUTES: The 2020 Annual Meeting was cancelled due to Covid 19, therefore the minutes of the 

Annual Meeting held on 21st March 2019 were noted to be a true record. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising. 

 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

 

2020 COVID 19 AND THE AFFECT ON THE PARISH. 

 

The Chairman expressed grateful thanks to all the residents and businesses in the parish who have 

helped each other during the crisis. It has been wonderful to see the community spirit that has taken 

place during this time. The Parish Council has continued to be active during this time, by the means of 

remote meetings each month and has responded to all planning consultations, reported incidents of 

concern and liaised with residents with any community issues. 

 

PLANNING AND GREEN BELT 

 

The Parish Council has responded to the Draft Dartford Local Plan submission, which covers all areas of 

planning that may affect the parish including development in the Green Belt, Travellers sites, historical 

recognition, Planning enforcement and improvements in accessibility to Sports facilities in the Borough. 

The London Resort is at the early stages of the planning process and has just been designated a site of 

Scientific interest. The Parish Council will be more involved when the Planning framework has been 

agreed and there is further consultation on the details of the project. 

 

ENVIRONMENT  

Flu tipping continues to be problem in the parish and the Parish Council has written to Gareth Johnson, 

MP for his assistance as this is a National problem which requires Government attention. The Chairman 

reported an approach by Bean Paarish Council for a CCTV project in Sandy Lane, however it was 

pointed out to Bean PC that Southfleet has a number of hotspots and has been advised by DBC that 

CCTV is not sustainable and very often is not effective in a rural location. Grateful thanks are given to 

litter pickers who do a great job 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

This is our report to you on our actions on your behalf for the past year.  

 

 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

 

Q. Prince Charles has announced an initiative of planting trees in commemoration of the Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee in 2022. Will the Parish Council be taking part?.  
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A. SPC has a longstanding history of planting trees in the parish and liaises with landowners to ensure 

the young trees are nurtured. SPC will be taking part in the initiative. 

 

Q. Residents frequently report issues of fly tipping to DBC, however there is no follow up or notification 

that an investigation or prosecution has taken place. 

A. DBC have advised that the reports are followed up, however it would be good practice for them to 

communicate to residents who report incidents and the Clerk will follow this with DBC. 

 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT:   

 

In 2020/2021 The Parish Council was yet again strict with its housekeeping, however due to the 

Pandemic agreed to a Covid Award to appreciate Groups or business who found themselves closed and 

in financial difficulty or who went over and beyond to assist residents in Southfleet.  

 

Income: In addition to the Precept, the PC applied for a grant and received £1855 from the DBC 

Capacity Building fund to purchase a heritage sign for Southfleet boundary with New Barn, more 

protective bollards in Station Road to protect pedestrians on the low level footpath.   

 

We are holding £5000 Community Infrastructure Levy payment from DBC for new house builds from 

previous years. This money should be used within 5 years on projects in the parish which could include 

Highways schemes, however due to the Pandemic this is flexible and projects will resume when the 

situation is normal. 

 

The expenditure includes as usual The Clerks salary, insurance, donations, Audit and payroll fees, 

stationery and donations,. It also had to move Website provider due to the KCC website provider 

ceasing, this was subsidised by KCC and will result in a cost of £199 per year moving forward. 

  

Next year, we have budgeted for donations and community projects that may arise. In the next financial 

year we are hoping to apply for the DBC Capacity Building fund again and will be discussing schemes 

in the coming weeks 

 

Councillors do not claim any allowances. 

 

There was an internal and external audit this year and District Audit were satisfied that procedures are 

being carried out in accordance with current regulations. The Audit Notice was displayed on the 

noticeboard following the legal requirements; and there were no requests to study the accounts from 

residents. All our procedures are in accordance with the law, as our Minutes and audit results show. 

 

The Parish Council is very mindful of the economic climate, and agreed only a 1% increase on last 

year’s precept. Therefore the total received from 2021/2022 will be £8906 this equates to each 

household paying an average of £16 per year towards the Parish Council precept.  

 

 

SOUTHFLEET MEMORIAL FUND 

 

The Chairman reported on the history of the fund. The charity was set up in 1956 when the Parish 

Council received monies from the Charity Commission from the sale of Memorial Cottage. The charity 

was created in November 1956 as per the first minute book with the title Southfleet Sick Poor Fund. The 

name was changed to Southfleet Memorial Fund in the 1990’s. The activities of the fund are in strict 

confidence between Trustees and in compliance with GDPR. It was noted that Mr Neale Buttery has 

accepted the appointment of the new Treasurer of the Fund. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming, and their support of the PC’s work.  


