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SOUTHFLEET PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Annual meeting of SOUTHFLEET PARISH held on Tuesday 22nd March 2021 at 

8.00pm in Southfleet Village Hall, Dale Road, Southfleet. 

 

PRESENT: Cllr I Brown Vice Chairman, ,Cllr L Tomkins, Cllr P Tester, Jackie Hardinges, Clerk and 

1 resident of the Parish.  

 

APOLOGIES Cllr N Salway, Chairman 

 

MINUTES: The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 20th May 2021 were noted to be a true record. 

 

MATTERS ARISING:  There were no matters arising. 

 

VICE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT: 

REVIEW OF THE YEAR 2021/2022 

It has undoubtedly been an extraordinary two years in every sense of the word. From the pandemic to 

the Black Lives Matter movement, the US Elections, Brexit, and the war in Ukraine, 2020 - 2022 has 

seen political, social, and cultural upheaval across the world.  In Southfleet parish there has been a 

strong sense of community spirit: during the lockdowns residents volunteered to help vulnerable 

neighbours in shopping, collecting medical supplies, a friendly chat and helping out where they can. 

Businesses offered take away and delivery services to help the vulnerable and the Parish Council offered 

support and advice for residents and continues to discuss and report issues that affect our parish. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL  

The Parish Councils principles: We are vigilant with expenditures, we listen, communicate, and improve 

where we can. Members are subject to a Code of Conduct which ensures transparency in all our dealings 

and reassures the public. The PC warmly welcomes all those residents recently arrived in Southfleet.  

The Parish Council is advertising for a casual vacancy for a Councillor. 

HIGHWAYS 

The Parish Council continues to report to KCC Highways incidents of potholes, flooding, drainage etc. 

The PC had been in discussions over a number of years with KCC Highways and was pleased that a 

traffic calming scheme in New Barn Road by the pond and new 30 mph road marking in Betsham was 

installed. KCC are also looking at a scheme for traffic calming in Hook Green Road/Dale Road village 

approach. The Clerk also reported a public consultation will be held to lower the speed limit in Hook 

Green Road by Axtane from the national speed limit to 30mph 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT 

On the 24th of February 2022, KCC announced a consultation to seek the view of residents on cuts to the 

474/475 and 489 Sunday bus service. This was a shock as the PC was not informed prior to the public 

consultation. We have protested strongly to County and Borough Councillors and urge residents to voice 

their opposition to the. This will be a disaster to many people who use the bus service.  

PLANNING, THE GREEN BELT AND LISTED BUILDINGS 

The PC studies and responds to all planning applications that it is consulted on by the Planning 

Authority Dartford Borough Council. The PC has a longstanding policy to protect the Green Belt, 

Conservation and Areas of Special Character, however the PC does not have any more influence on 

DBC decision than residents. 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY 

We have built up a good relationship with our own KCC Footpaths Officer, however, PROWs are not 

high on KCC’s priorities. The PC has used some of its Community Infrastructure Levy to fund a safety 

barrier in Station Road, a handrail on the path from Betsham to Southfleet and more signage.  

ENVIRONMENT 

Our long-term programme of spring bulb plantings and colourful tree and hedging items has an 

increasing impact on the parish and the daffodils are looking lovely. In the Kent Men of Trees 2019 

competition, we were awarded a “Highly Commended” Certificate and a Hornbeam tree, which has been 

planted. The PC received 30 tree saplings from the Woodland Trust to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee. 

The PC is vigilant in trying to protect established trees in the Parish and will ask for replacement trees 

during the planning process if trees are to be felled.  

Big thanks go to our several litter pickers throughout the parish. They carry out their excellent work in 

all seasons.  Due to CCTV at the New Barn Recycling layby the number of fly tupping incidents has 

decreased. It was noted that during the Pandemic, DBC Waste collection services kept mostly to 

schedule which was appreciated. 

HERITAGE 

We have continued to erect Heritage signs throughout the parish as a reminder of the old names for our 

hamlets. The latest signs erected were “Broadditch” and “Southfleet” in New Barn Road on our 

boundary. 

THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 

The Queen’s Green Canopy: The Parish Council has applied for and is nurturing tree saplings for 

planting in the parish. 10 saplings have been donated to the “Rainbows” Group and when all the saplings 

have grown, they will be planted in various locations throughout the parish. The Parish Council will also 

be supporting Sedley’s School in their Jubilee celebrations and is delighted to hear from residents and 

community groups who are suggesting various events in the parish. 

COVID AWARDS 

In recognition of community spirit, assistance to the community and financial support, the Parish 

Council in December 2020 awarded Covid grants to the following: - Sedley’s School, Southfleet Village 

Hall, St Nicholas Church, The Ship Inn, Broadditch Farm Shop, The Rainbows, Southfleet Cricket, 

Club, Betsham Cricket Club and the Club, Warren Road. 

 

 

SOUTHFLEET MEMORIAL FUND 

This charity was set up in 1956 when the Parish Council received from the Charity Commission monies 

from the sale of Memorial Cottage. The activities of the fund are in strict confidence between Trustees 

and in compliance with GDPR.  Since 1st January 2022, £800 has been donated to people of all ages who 

have varying needs. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT:   

 

 

In 2021/2022 The Parish Council was yet again strict with its housekeeping. 

 

Income: The PC received £12, 470 CIL, therefore we are holding £17,500 Community Infrastructure 

Levy payment from DBC for new house builds from previous years. This money should be used within 

5 years on projects in the parish which could include Highways schemes. At present the KCC Highways 

are investigating a traffic calming scheme in Hook Green Road and approach to the Village centre, 

which CIL could be used towards. 

 

The usual expenditure includes as usual The Clerks salary, insurance, donations, Audit and payroll fees, 

stationery, Hire of the Village Hall, website/office admin. 

  

Next year, we have budgeted for donations and community projects that may arise including grants for 

the Platinum Jubilee. 

 

Councillors do not claim any allowances. 

 

There was an internal and external audit this year and District Audit were satisfied that procedures are 

being carried out in accordance with current regulations. The Parish Council is very mindful of the 

economic climate, and agreed only a 1% increase on last year’s precept. Therefore the total received 

from 2022/2023 will be £8976 this equates to each household paying an average of £16 per year towards 

the Parish Council precept.  

 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming, and their support of the PC’s work.  


